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Dengue cases
riseto 98, liIT
too in its grip

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The dengue
cases in the Capital reached
98 on Wednesday, with 10
new cases being reported by
the municipal corporations.

The mosquito-borne dis-
ease, which has gripped
the city over the past few
weeks, has claimed twolives
this season; & nitie-year-old
girl from Sangam Vihar in
south Delhi and another 34-
yearold man from Loni,
Ghaziabad.

“RMLhospital, GTBhos-
pitaland Apollohospitalsre-
ported two cases each, Sir
Ganga Ram hospital has re-
ported three dengue cases,”
said a senior municipal offi-
cial He said there is no epi-
demiclike situation as yet
and fumigation has been in-
tensified across the city.

Some students and resi-
dents of IIT Delhi were con-
firmed positive for dengue.
A few cases werealsoreport-
ed from ATIMS.

“The familymembers of
at least two faculties have
been diagnosed with dengue
and they are undergoing
treatment,” said a senior

Residents of Jamia
Nagar, which has
faced a dengue
epidemic in 2010,
- said building work,
lack of fumigation
s Was posing threat

doctor at AITMS.

Residents of Jamia Na-
gar area in southeast Delhi,
which witnessed an out-
break of dengue in 2010, said

that due to large-scale con- -

struction work going on in
the area and lack of fumiga-

tion, the mosquito breeding
. hasincreased.

Health experts say pre-
sent weather condition is
conducive for mosquito
breeding and spread of den-
gueand malaria.

Last year till October 3,
the capital saw more than
200 cases of dengue, includ-
ing eight originating from
outside, and three deaths. A
senior MCD official said six
cases of chikungunya were
reported in the capital this
yvear till Wednesday as
against 10 during the same
periodlast year
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AICTE allows firms with Rs 100 cr
turnover to start their own colleges

" MIHIKA BASU
"MUMBAI, OCTOBER 3

AIMING tobridge the gapbe-
tween technical educational in-
stitutes and the expectations of
those who employ their grad-
uates, the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
has decided to allow industries
and businesses with Rs 100
crore turnover to set up tech-
nicalinstitutions of their own.
Such institutionswill be al-
lowed to admit double the
number of students allowed at
regular institutions, and would
be able tostart a single branch or
theme institute of their choice,
according to the AICTE’s noti-
fication inviting applicationsto

Allyou need to know about GATE
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start new institutes for the 2013-
14 academicyear.

“We often hear that stu-
dents graduating from techni-
cal institutes are not industry-
ready or employable. Hence,
we want to bring in the best
practices of industry and want
them to participate in the
higher and technical education
sector,” AICTE chairman S S
Mantha told The Indian Ex-
press. “Accordingly; a private
limited or public limited com-
pany or industry, with a
turnover of Rs 100 crore in the
last three years, will nowbe el-
igible to applytostart anewin-
stitute,”

Such institutionscanteach

any technical discipline, includ-

ingengineering, pharmacy, ar-
chitecture and town planning,
applied arts and crafts, and ho-
tel management and catering
technology. They can offer un-
dergraduate or postgraduate
or diploma courses.

“Thisis a paradigm shift in
the higher and technical edu-
cation sector in India where a
regulatory body is reaching out
actively to industry,” said afor-
mer UGC chairman, who did
notwant tobeidentified. “Un-
tit now, industries did not ap-
plyto AICTE tostartan educa-
tional institute, probably
because norms were not
spelled out or because acade-
miawaslethargicinits attitude
toreach outtothem.”
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Separately, AICTE has

' also eased norms to help stu-

dentswanting to pursue amas-
ters degree in computer appli-
cations (MCA). “Students
who have completed their un-
dergraduate education in any
discipline can apply for MCA.
Butwe have introduced anew
rule in which students who
have done their bachelors in
any computer related subject
like B.Sc TT/BCA/computer
science, will get lateral or di-
rect entry to second year of
MCA,” said Mantha,

AICTE is also introducing
a dual degree programme in
MCA in which students will
complete BCA and MCA in
five years instead of six.
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Vanita Srivastava
m vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India ranks third —
after China and the US — with
regard to the number of bio-
medical and life sciences arti-
cles retracted due to plagia-
rism, a just-released study in
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
journal has revealed.

Germany , Japan, China and
the US, meanwhile, accounted
for three-quarters of the retrac-
tions due to fraud or suspect-
ed fraud, the study — titled
‘Misconduct accounts for
majority of retracted scientif-
ic publications’ — stated. The
study was made public on
Monday.

However, one of the authors
of the study — Prof Ferric C
Fang of the University of
Washington — said it would be
misleading to compare coun-
tries without “proper normal-
isation”.

“I 'am not able to rank coun-
tries according to the true rate
of retraction because I do not

HT New Delhi

India ranks third on copycat list

Top 3 on the list of shame, and where they stand

Misconduct/ Plagiarism Duplicate
Possible publications
misconduct

India 30 20 26

China 60 23 59

us 383 35 51

Total 889 200 290

(As many as 2,047 retractions were reviewed)

have data on the total number
of articles published fromeach
of country,” he said.

The retracted articles were
authored in 56 countries. While
India ranked sixth with regard
to retracted articles on life sei-

Retractions for fraud
or suspected fraud as a
percentage of the total
articles have increased

near tenfold since 1975
Authors of study ‘Misconduct
accounts for majority of
retracted scientific publications’

ences, it ranked third in the lists
pertaining to those pulled back
due to plagiarism and duplica-
tion.

Confirming a  marked
increase in the frequency of
retractions, Professor Fang
and his team of researchers
found that 67.4% of the 2,047
retractions reviewed were on
account of fraud, suspected
fraud, plagiarism or duplica-
tion. Retractions due to errors
stood at a relatively low 21.3%.

“The recent increase in
fraud-related retractions can-
not be attributed solely to an
increase in the number of
research publications.
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GERMANY, JAPAN, CHINA
AND THE US, ACCOUNT
FOR THREE-QUARTERS
OF RETRACTIONS DUE
T0 FRAUD OR
SUSPECTED FRAUD
===

Retractions for fraud or sus-
pected fraud as a percentage
of the total articles have
increased near tenfold since
1975,” the authors wrote,

A study conducted a few
months ago, titled ‘Seientific
misconduct in India’ by Indian
Institute of Science professor T
A Abinandanan, stated that
the retraction rate of papers in
India was higher than global
average.

Rahul Siddharthan from the
Institute of Mathematical
Science, who had held a con-
ference on academic ethies last
year, said: “There should be
guidelines on how to deal with
misconduct, and these need to
be implemented by all
institutions.”
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0£T0 PROTECT
INDIANS HIT
BY GLOSING OF
COLLEGES

CHANDIGARH: Australia’s high
commissioner to India, Peter
Varghese, on Wednesday said
that Indian students affected by
the closure of three colleges in
Australia will be covered by aleg-
islated safety net. “The Australian
government has in place a com-
prehensive suite of protection
mechanisms to safeguard the
interests of overseas students
under the Education Services
for Overseas Students Act 2000
(the ES0S Act)”, Varghese said
in a press statement.

Varghese was commenting
on the move by Australia’s
vocational education regula-
tor, the Australian Skills Quality
Authority (ASQA), to shut down
two non-compliant voeational
education and training colleg-
es in Victoria and one in New
South Wales,

He further said: “If these edu-
cation providers do close, inter-
national students will be able
to access the Australian gov-
ernment’s Tuition Protection
Scheme (TPS).” HTC
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DU breaks anonymity rule,
wants name in answer paper

Mallica Joshi

& mallica Joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a move certain to
cause a flutter in the campus,
Delhi University has decide to
make it mandatory for students
to write their name as well as
the name of their father on
answer sheets,

They will also have to disclose
which college they are from, a

stark contrast to the practice of _
ubing only roll numbers during

examinations, which ensured
students remained anonymous
to teachers correcting their
papers. This way, the assess-

. ment was fair and neutral.

Earlier, students would write
their names on a slip, which
would later be removed from
the answer sheet.

Officials say this move will save
them time and effort. Since the
semester system was introduced,
exams are held twice a year.

However, the idea has met

LY

with stiff resistance. “A name is
an indicator of caste, religion,
region and gender, which may
expose children to the possibil-
ity of unfair assessment,” said
Anocop Kumar of NGO Insight
Foundation, which fights caste
discrimination in education.
“For the university to expect

. that every teacherwﬂlbe impar-

tial is stupid,*said a principal

from anorth czénpus college on

condition of anonymity.
»TEACHERS REJECT MOVE, P2
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Survey finds most lITians
not keen on new JEE format

UNWELCOME 93% of those polled feel the new two-part exam will be more prone to scams, scandals
3 IITS PART OF TOP 400 UNIVERSITY RANKINGS

HT Correspondent

= himotro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Several alumni of the
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) feel that the new entrance
exam format for admissions to
the prestigious institute will dilute
the IIT brand and pave the way
for exam scams that have beset
other educational institutions.
Of the 994 II'T alumni (937
from II'T-Bombay and 57 others)
who took part in the poll, 93%
said that with the control of the
exams no longer with the IITs,
there wasa great danger of scams
and scandals dogging the exams.
In all, 1,765 votes were polled
online, including alumni, students,
faculty members and others, The

IN PERCENTAGES

a compromise 1IT-Kharagpur, IIT- IIT-Khargapur, placed in
g(asmocvooﬁ:jt ;t;e solutk?n Bombay and IIT-Roorkee | the 226-250 group of
reytoscandals | 93%feltthe  navefoundaplacein ranking, is the best IIT,
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ing oth b rrty d th Education World and IIT-Roorkee.
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78% did not 5 Al 2012-13, a ranking of the | should be at least 4-5
support the deci- | 89% felt the  world's top 400 varsities. | |1Ts in the o lesst
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results of the poll were released
in the September issue of the
alumni quarterly, Fundamatics,
last month.

From next year, entry to the
1I'Ts will be through a two-stage
process, with the first exam to be

conducted by the Central Board
of Secondary Education, and the
second by the IITs. The IITs
accepted the ‘compromise solu-
tion’ of a two-part exam with
board exam marks as eligibility
and not admission criteria, in July.

90% of the alumni surveyed
and 89% of the entire polling pop-
ulation said the reforms would
dilute the 11T brand. “We are
proud of the JEE system as it
exists,” said Bakul Desai, chair-
person of the II'TB Alumni

Association. “It has been com-
pletely fool-proof and has a cer-
tain integrity. The natural fear is
the exam will be compromised.
The decisions by the human
resources development ministry
are also seen as interference.”
The online poll was conduct-
ed through June and July, around
the time the proposed reforms
were being debated and opposed,
with some of the poll results also
submitted tothe II'T-B senate for
its special meeting todiscuss the
revised exam format.
Respondents also expressed
concernabout the subversion of
institutional autonomy, with 93%
saying dissenting senate voices
were not taken into account when
the reforms were announced.

J IITS PART OF TOP 400 UNIVERSITY RANKINGS

lIT-Kharagpur, |IT-

Bombay and IIT-Roorkee
have found a place in

the Times Higher
Education World

University Rankings
2012-13, a ranking of the
world’s top 400 varsities.

IT-Khargapur, placed in
the 226-250 group of
ranking, is the best IIT,
followed by IIT-Bombay
and IIT-Roorkee.

However, none of them
figure in the top 200.

“I'm happy, but they
should be at least 4-5
lITs in the top 250,”
PROF P BANERJI,
Director IIT-Roorkee
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Counsellors for IIT,
1IM’s suicidal students

Charu Sudan Kasturl

= charu kastur/®hindustantimes.com’

NEW DELHI: Students at the Indian
Institutes of Technology (II'Ts)
and other top institutions may
soon get reguldr stress-busting
and counselling sessions along-
side classes, as part of a nation-
al plan to check suicides.

"The human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry under
Kapil Sibal is set to launch
India’s first such initiative soon.

The new plan will cover every
centrally funded technical insti-
tution including the IITs, the

Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) and the
National Institutes of
Technology (NITs).

While isolated suicides have
dogged the IITs for decades, the
number of sticides has increased
steadily the past few years. Since
2008, at least 33 students across
1T have killed themselves,

Several of them were under
treatment for psychological ail-
ments, but hardly any received
regular treatment at the IITs,
HRD ministry sources said

CONTINUED ON F6
» IITS IN GLOBAL LEAGUE, P10

Counsellors for II'T, IIM’s
suicidal students

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
"The sad thing is that even our
premier institutions have failed
to provide the kind of counsel-
ing and psychological help and
therapy that students need in
high stress situations," a senior
official said.

The blueprint of the new ini-
tiative finalised by a panel set
up by Sibal under [IT Kanpur
chairman M Anandakrishnan
proposes creation of a central
empowered comrnittee to mon-
itor the implementation of the
strategy apart from dramatic
institutional changes, govern-
ment sources have told HT.

Each institution will have full-
time counselors and psychia-
trists just like top universities
abroad. Institutions willneed to
hold regular counselling ses-
sions and encourage students
to seek agsistance from their
team of specialists without fear-
ing any stigma,

To ensure that institutions
implement and sustain the plan,
the Anandakrishnan panel has
recommended that the HRD
ministry fund 80% of the addi-
tional expenses that the strate-
gy will involve. The school con-
cerned will have to foot the
remaining 20%.

Page 8 of 16
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Class XII students get another chance

They can improve to meet minimum marks criteria set by Joint Entrance Examination

VARUN BIDHURI

NEW DELHLI: For the first
time, Central Board of Sec-
.ondary education (CBSE)
is giving second chance
to Class XII students to
improve their marks, so
that they can qualify in
minimum marks criteria
to appear in prestigious
Joint Entrance Examina-
tion (JEE-IIT) 2013.
CBSE has extended the
date for filling up improve-
ment forms for both regu-
lar and private candidates.
A senior official said,
‘As per the prevalent rule
of examination bye-laws,
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the candidates desirous
of improving their per-
formance can do so only
in the succeeding year.
However, keeping in view
the revised scheme of
JEE (main), according to
which the merit list will
be based on 40 per cent
weightage of Board marks
and 60 per cent weightage
to JEE (main), the board
has extended one-time
exception for improve-
ment of performance to
the pass-outs of Class XII
examination’

Such students will be
required to appear in all
subjects,

According to the revised
schedule, students can
apply for irfprovement till
15 October without any
late fee and till 31 Octo-
ber with Rs 250 as late fee,
and till 15 November with
Rs 350 as late fee. CBSE

has kept the final date as .

15 January, with a late fee
of Rs 5,000. Vineet Joshi,
chairman of CBSE, said,
‘We are giving them an
opportunity. The Board has
not only extended the dates
for filling the improvement
forms but also allowed the
students to re-appear for
board exams for score
improvement.

Class Xl examination
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18 more cases: dengue
crosses century mark

RISING DAILY Fresh cases reported from Jawaharlal Nehru University, IIT campuses

HT Correspondent

# hireportars@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The national Capital
on Thursday reported 18 new
dengue cases, the highest in a
day so far this season. New
Delhi's Ram Manohar I.ohia and
Sir Ganga Ram hospitals
reported six positive cases each.

With these fresh cases, the
total mumber of people affected
with the mosquito-borne dis-
ease crossed the 100 mark,
touching 113, Out of these, three
are patients from outside the
Capital but are being treated in
the city.

The first official death due to

THE CIVIC AGENCY HAS
NOT REGISTERED
ANOTHER DENGUE DEATH
AS THE DECEASED WAS
FROM LONI NEAR THE

dengue was a nine-year-old girl
from Sangam Vihar who sue-
cumbed at the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences on
September 24,

A 38-year-old man too had
succumbed at the Delhi gov-
ernment-run Lok Nayak

.

Hindustan Times ND 05/10/2012

Hospital on Sunday morning
but the civic agency has not
registered it as the second
dengue death because the
deceased was a resident of Loni
near the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh
border.

Dengue serclogy report is
also awaited of a man who died
in New Delhi's Safdarjung
Hospital on Monday:

Cases of dengue are also
being reported from the cam-
puses of premier educational
institutions sueh as the
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) and the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT).

"Tknow a couple of hoys who

P-10

were diagnosed with dengue
and went back home as they had
high fever and severe body ache.
It's a huge campus and you
cannot exactly say where you
were bitten by mosquitoes,” said
a student from JNU,

Cases of dengue have seen a
sudden spurt owing to the ideal
post-imonsoon weather for mos-
quito breeding,

Top private hospitals alone
have reported nearly five times
more cases than claimed by the
civic agencies,

Last year, the Capital saw 230
cases of dengue, including eight
originating from outside Delhi,
and three deaths.

IIT KGP, Roorkee join Bombay in global ranking

Vanita Srivastava

W vanita shrivastava®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: First the good news
—- jumping from one last year,
three Indian Institutes of
Technology(II'Ts) have found a
place in the Times Higher
Education World University
Rankings 2012-183, the latest
league table of the world's top
400 universities.

Bad news — none figure in
the top 200.

While only one institute IIT
Bombay had figured in the last
year's ranking, this year three
TTs 1T Kharagpur, ITT Bombay
and II'T Roorkee have made a
place for themselves in the list.
According to the Times rank-
ing OT Khargapur placed in the
226-250 group of ranking is the
best institute in India followed

NOT A SINGLE INDIAN
INSTITUTE, LEAVE ALONE
ANIT, COULD MAKE IT

LUEeZ g,

by IIT Bombay and ITT Roorkee.

But despite an emerging trend
of Asian universities surging
ahead, what is disturbing is that
none of the ITTs figure in the top

200. Among the Asian countries,
Japanhas the highest represen-
tation of 5 among the top 200,
Universities in China,
Singapore, Taiwan and South
Korea have climbed in per-
formance mirroring a power
shift from the West to the East.
There are 21 Asian universities
in the top 200. University of
Tokye and the National
University of Singapore are the

top two Asian universities,

Phil Baty, editor Times
Higher Education Rankings
said, Indian universities were
bubbling under the surface inch-
ing close to top 200. “We are
seeing some real changes.”

“I am happy that three IITs
have figured in the list. But our
objective should be to place
atleast 4-5 ITTs in the top 250"
IT Roorkee director Prof P

Banerji said. Times Higher
Education World University
ings judges universities on
parameters such as teaching,
research, knowledge transfer
and international outlook based
on 13 performance indicators.
While in teaching IIT
Bornbay scores highest amongst
the three institutes, IIT
Khargpur has performed best
in industry outcome.
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‘India is amongst countries that will

Peter Varghese is Australia’s
high commussioner fo Tndia.
Speaking with Srijana Mifra
Das, Varghese discussed the up-
coming Oz Fest, how important
Indiag 15 Down Under and how
Australic navigates its future —
and past:

B Whatisthe Oz Fest?

It's the biggest cultural festi-
val we've undertaken in India.
Starting October 16, we'll be
doing100 everts across 19 Indian
cities with diverse elements —
music, theatre, art, food, techno-
logy, literature. Our objective is
to reach as wide an audience as
possibleand establish collabora-
tions between Indian and Aus-
tralian cultural personalities.

B What's driving this?

We want to build a relation-
ship with India. This is an
opportunity to introduce con-
ternporary Australia to India,
convey a sense of our innova-
tion, urban sophistication, our
multicultural community and

sophisticated economy
B Has there been a shift in
how Australia views India as
aregionalally?

Very much so - we very
consciously recognise India as

one of a very small number of
countries that will matter most
to Australia into the future. We
recognise India’s economic
standing, its vibrant liberal
demoecracy and that we now
have converging strategic in-

terests on big re-

gional issues like
Q Aslan  security
— maritimesecurity,
the Indian Ocean - or what we
in Australia are now calling the
Indo-Parific.

For Australia, therelationship
with Indiaisa very importantone.
W Does Australia see India
takingon alarger Asean role?

India’s Look East policy is
pullingitinthatdirection. We see
many opportunities for Australia
and India to work together on
regional issues, especially within

the East Asian swmmit This
brings together all the right
countries to create aninstitution
which can manage challenges for
the Indo-Pacific as economic
powershiftsfrom West to Rast and
strong countries emerge in Asia.
We need a stable strategic
future and econcmic growth.
Australia and India have very
similarobjectivesthere.
B One strain in ties was vio-
lenceagainst Indian students
in Australia - your thoughits?

That's in the past really. The
important thing is the Austra-
lian government took it very
seriously We took steps to ad-
dress it, worked closely with the
Indian government and Indian
students remain warmly wel-
comed in Australia.

B How has the global reces-
sion hit Australia?

Anstralia’s been very fortu-
nate — we're one of the very few
developed economies  which
didn’t go into recession. In fact,
0L economy’s grown 10% snnu:e
the global crisis. Inflation 1s
between 2% and 2% . unemploy-
ment 5%, significantly, our net
public debt is in single figures -
these days, not many countries
can claim that. We're entering
our 21= year of continued eco-
nomic growth. That reflects the
demand for Australian  re-
sources, particularlyfrom China
and India, but more fundamen-
tally it reflects decades of eco-
nomic reform the 1980s onward.
That's helped us navigate very
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matter most to Australia’

difficult global economic imes.
B Whatistheideaof Australia?
Wesee ourselves as a country
that draws itz strength from
people who've chosen to make
Australia their home, Our diver-
sity is a great strength, We see
ourselves as a creative middle
power indiplomaticterms. We're
outward-locking and confident
about our future.
B And Australia’s past regard-
ingits aboriginal community?
This is an area where we have
struggled historically Race rela-
tions in Australia form adifficult
history  Australians recognise
that. They want to address this
honestly, looking for a better
relationship between indigenous
Australiaandthe rest, improving
findamental  indicators — of
health, employment, ete. We're
not a country that wants to hide
from our past. We recognise that
to achieve our desired future, we
need fundamental cohesion and
commitment to Australia - from
every partof its community



Hindustan Times ND 05/10/2012
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‘12th Plan focus on health, education

mm™ NEW DELHI: The
{ cabinet on
1 Thursday
| approved the 12th
P i Five Year Plan,
aimed at re_]uvenatmg India’s
economy and infusing higher
government funding in key
social sectors such as health,
education and sanitation.

The %47,70,000 lakh crore
plan, three times the size of the
last one, has brought the aver-
age econcmic growth target to
8.2%, down from the earlier-
envisaged estimate of 9%. The
plan has prescribed broad pol-
icy guidelines to revive the
Indian economy, the growth of
which fell to 5.5 % in the first

MOVING AHEAD

. WHY The plan document
. lays down India’s devel-
' opment roadmap with
" targets across social and
. economic sectors

* POLITICAL IMPACT

Uniikely to face major
political opposition,

quarter of the financial year.
Chidambaram said the plan
places emphasis on speeding

infrastructure projects and.

removing bottlenecks.
Ahluwalia stated that several
steps have been taken to remove

the bottlenecks, and there would
be an acceleration in imple-
mentation of infrastructure proj-
ects in the second half of the
current financial year.

The document aims to attract
$1 trillion (355 lakh crore) pri-
vate investment in the infra-
structure sector and reduce the
subsidy burden of the govern-
ment from over 2% of the GDP
to around 1.5%.

The plan aims to achieve 4%
growthin the agriculture sector
during 2012-17, besides reducing
poverty by 10 percentage points
during the period. The docu-
ment will now be placed before
the National Development
Council for the final nod. HTC
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In top league

12-year-old British
girl has higher
IQ than Einstein

LONDON: With an 1Q 0f 162, a
12-year-old schoolgir] in the
UK has been rated brainier
than even Albert Einstein and
Stephen Hawking.

Olivia Manning, from Liver-
pool, has been accepted into
Mensa, the largest and oldest
high IQ society in the world af-
ter she got a whopping score
of 162 in an Intelligence test.

Her score is not only two
points better than German ge-
nius Einstein and physicist
Hawking, it puts her in the top
one per cent of intelligent peo-
ple in the world, the Daily

LRI
Rarefeat

M With a score of 162, Olivia
will join a network of brains

from across the globe.,

B She is now in the list of the
top 1pc of intelligent people

Mail’ reported.

. Being honoured with entry
into Mensa means she will
join a network of brains from
across the globe.

As a confirmed genius,
Olivia is now getting celebrity
status at her school - the
North Liverpool Academy in
Everton,

“A lot more people are com-
ing up to me asking for help
with their homework. I just
like challenges and making
my mind think,” Olivia said.

Olivia admits having a
knack for quickly absorbing
and remembering new infor-
mation, however, confessed
being “speechless” after she
discovered her score.

Despite outdoing the likes
of TV mathematician Carol
Vorderman, who could only
muster 154, Olivia is set to put
the stage before sums.

She barely needs a script-
with the youngster saying she
learned her lines for a Mac-
beth production within 24
hours.

“The success of the Mensa
enrichment club shows how
with the right support, stu-
dents can excel and become
the best in the world,” said her

~-school principal.
PT1
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Minister fumes over RTR twist

Opposes LG Office’s Decision To Examine New Proposal From Vasant Vihar

Indrani Basu |

New Delhi: When it seemed
that, finally; the Rao Tula Ram
Marg flyover mess was getting
sorted out, some Vasant Vihar
residents have thrown a span-
nerin the works by coming up
with an alternative proposal.
The state PWD has planned an
additional threelane flyover
next to the existing one, as re-
ported in TOL, to decongest the
ared. These residents want on-
Iy half of this propesed exten-
s1on on either side which will,
obwviously savetheservice lane.
PWD mumster Ra) Kumar
Chauhan izlivid and isreadsyto
lock horns with the lieutenant
governor's office for recom-
mending examination of this
alternat ive after Delhi govern-
ment hastaken adecision.
After the LG's office aslked
planning body UTTIPEC and
road-cwmning agency FWD to
consider the alternative, Chau-
han told TOL “This climate of
people with contacts muscling
theirway into decisions of pub-
lic welfare can't be allowerd.
RITESi=a premieragency that
was appointed for providing
sclentific solutions to the pre-
vailing mess at RTR and has
givenn  its suggestions  after
much deliberation, planning
and study Skilled PWD engi-
neers have been in consulta-
tion with them to come up with
hest solutions. They should be
allowed todo thed rwork.”
RITES had been hired to
conduct a six-month study of
the entire outer Ring Road
stretch for a fee of Re2crore. “1F
required, Tam willing to go to
Kamal Nath (urban develop-
ment minister) with this plan.
It iswrongon thepart of the au-
thorities to push plans on the
basis of some high-profile peo-
ple's wishes. Even when we
built flyovers near Model
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TWIN

OPTIONS

Vasant Vihar residents and
PWD/RITES have come

up with twao proposals o
solve the RTR mess

PWD/RITES PLAN

» A three-lane flyover will
be built on partal structure

Portal

Prapos
ﬂpﬁuer

-
Traffic

coming
from IGI

Existing—
— \1 flyover j
/ '—"

‘MSAHI' VIHAR PLAN

» Extend the existing RTR
fiyover an hoth sides by

1.5 lanes each, converting

the three-lane fiyover into a
six-lane one

» Pillars and cantilevers may
be strengthened to support
the structure

» Join the flyover to the two

others at Munirka and IIT,
therehy having an elevaled

on Palam Marg side

» The structure will

allow two lanes of traffic
underneath the flyover

» [t will cater to traffic
moving from T towards
IGI airport and will run
parallel to the exisling
flyover

» L will have a staggered
entry and exit point, away
from the existing flyover

Vasanl
Wihar
side

o
g

: — Traffic

coming
from 1G]

road with slip mads linking
stretches perpendicular to
Quter Ring Road

Town, people’s shops n Azad-
pur had to be acquired. These
included shops of exc-minister
Mangat Ram Singhal. Public
welfare 1s of our first priority”
said Chauhan.

Some residents of Vasant
Vihar had reportedly wisited
the LG office two weeks ago
with their plan. Claiming that
their design was prepared by
architects and road experts,
they had told the L&'s office
that this could be achiewved
without placing additional pil-
lars or portals on either side of
the flvover but by merely
strengthemng the present pil-
lars and cantilevers to support
the additional weight.

Confirming this, 08D tothe
LG, Ranjan Mukherjes, said,
“The LG soffice got a lotof com-
plamnts froom BWAs on this
siretch about the solution pro-

ANGRY: Chauhan

pomedd by RITES, claiming that
it wionld add to the congestion
as road space will be ocoupied
further. During the construc-
tion period, which will be 1524
months, the situation could
worsen. RTR Marg is as such
congested and 1t will only add
to the problem.”

“Since thelr concerns ap-

peared valid, the LG hasdirect-
ed UTTIPEC and the PWD
working group to consider
their proposal and conduct the
necessary structural stability
test through 1T or cther ex-
perts. This solution will bedis-
cussed 1n the next soverning
body mesting. The LG believes
that governance isbestdeliver-
ed when the suggestion comes
from the grassrocts where the
brunt of the problem will be
felt. Theresidentsof Vasant Vi-
har have prepared this solu-
tion with in-house expertise,”
headded.

Observing that PWD will
takea lool at the residents’ pro-
posal to determine whether it
wiolld be structurally sound,
Chauhan said, “RITES and
PWD considered all possibili-
ties before putting forth their
suggestions. The portal strue-

Dhaula
Rasan

T

Ll
Cantonment

Safdarjung

Alr.pcrl

e -~ “ﬁm AlIME
RTR L]
i/ Road \ Pmam
Vasant hm';':ka
' T HT Ryover

ture has been suggested to en-
sure there is space underneath
the flvover for raffic mowe-
ment as well. Widening a flvov-
er without additional support
on either side is not safe If
there is an aceident in the fi-
ture because of this, who will
take blame for that? We have
the best engineers and experts
working on a solution to bene-
fit all, not to please a few™

The alternative proposal
says the existingflvover should
bewidenedto six lanes without
building pillars or portals
along the side of the flvover to
support thisstructure, Instead,
the existing pillars and canti-
levers should be strengthened,
it zays. Further they have pro-
posed that the flvover be then
linked to the two more flyovers
on Munirka and 1T to con-
structanelevated stretch.
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0% weightage to
class XIl marks in JEE

New Rule To Impact 12L Students From '13

Man ash Pratim Gohain | Taos

Mew Delhi: For engineering
aspirants, from now on how
well one performs in all the
five subjects in class XII
boards will also matter, Scor
g wellin the Joint Engineer-
ing Entrance (JEE) — main
will no longer suffice as merit
list will be prepared based on
40%, weightage in all the five
subjects in class X1 boards
and 8% weightage to the en-
trance test. Which means st-
dents will also need to score
well inthe languages and elec-
tive subyects, along withmath-
ematics and physics, in class
XII boardstohave a good ranl-
g in the merit list. This nesw
ruleis likely to directly impact
nearly 12 lakh engineering
and architecture aspirants
who will appear for the first
JEE imainiin April 2018,
CREE, as per ministry of
humnan  resource  dewvelop
ment'sdirection and based on
decision of the JEE apex
board, will conduct the JEE
{main), which is an entrance
test for enginesring, B Arch
and BPlanning courses at var
ous national institutes  of
technology (NITs), Indian In-
stitutes of mformation Tech-
nology, Delln Technological
University,  other centrally
funded technical institutes

STUDY TIME

(CFTIs), other self finanoed
and desrmed universities.
Formerly known as All In-
dia Engineering Entrance Bx-
amination{ AIEEE), onecf the
major changes introduced in
the JEE (main) is preparation
of the merit hst which will
now give 4% weightage to the
performanee of the aspirant
in hiss her class XIT results,
And the biggest shift is thatall
the five subjects includinglan-
guages and electives, apart
from mathematics and phys
s, will be taken in account.
“For the first time non-sci-
ence subjects like language
will be given weightage while
preparing the final merit List.,
The compulsary subjects are
mathematics, physics and one

language. Two maore electives
will be considered in the five
subjects while giving 40%
weightage. For example if a
student soores 375 out of 500
hes she will get 20% and that
will be added to weightage
fromm the entrance test. So the
final seore will determine the
rankof the candidate in the fi-
nal merit list,” said chairman
of CRSE, Vinest Joshi.

Till this vearnoweightage
iEgvenforthe performance in
class XII boards. But schoaol
authorities feel that this mowve
will make studenis take the
Board exam aswell as non-en-
gineering subjects more seri-
ously rather than just concen-
trating on the preparation for
the enfrance tests.



